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Aims
We believe that the setting of regular homework encourages children to practise at home the tasks covered in class,
and helps the pupils to work towards improving important skills as well as taking responsibility for their own work. It
also fosters greater independence in learning and is therefore an integral part of their education.
Homework enables parents to become more closely involved with their children’s learning and the work they
complete in school. Parental support is very important and valued in ensuring that the school’s homework policy is
successful.
It is important that homework is set appropriately and consistently throughout the school, and that both pupils and
parents are clear about what is set and the school’s expectations for its completion. This policy outlines the
principles and strategies for the setting of homework.
Aims of Assessment

Through the setting of homework we aim to: Support the work carried out in the classroom
 Provide reinforcement or development as appropriate to a child’s needs in order to further attainment
 Allow parents greater involvement in their child’s education and strengthen links between home and school
 Nurture in our children a sense of responsibility, self- discipline towards work and to develop in them good workrelated habits such as organisational skills
 To prepare children for the increased workloads at secondary school
 To encourage basic skills of reading and for children to practise them with an adult
What the school will offer
At the start of each school term the school will send out a Curriculum Map to Parents and Carers about what their
children will be learning in school and how this can be supported at home.

We set homework for all children as a normal part of school life and ensure that all tasks set are appropriate to the
ability of the child.
Our homework structure

The school is aware of the pressures placed on the home environment and the organisational difficulties that
homework can create but the class teachers value the support that parents can give to ensuring that work is
undertaken diligently.
The workload should not overburden a child who has had a long and stimulating day in school, and the class teachers
should ensure that any homework set adheres to the principles that tasks be : Clearly understood by the child and realistically time-bonded
 Wherever possible, differentiated appropriately to meet the needs and abilities across the class.
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Planned alongside class work (as detailed on weekly Year Group plans), and not planned to introduce new
concepts, with the exception of the Year 6 ILTs.
Based on the teaching and learning principles of our school.

Strategies
 Each child has a homework diary which is filled in at the time of setting the homework. Teachers are responsible
for ensuring that each child records their homework accurately. Parents are expected to sign the diary once the
homework has been completed, and the teachers regularly check that this has been done.
 All homework tasks are also posted on the school’s E-Schools website page under each year group.
 Teachers will record any homework which has not been handed in in the homework diary and will sign them on a
weekly basis.
 We try to give practical strategies to children who find difficulty in organising themselves, as well as encouraging
the support and co-operation of parents.
 Homework tasks, in line with DfE guidance, will normally take about 90 minutes for years 3 & 4 across the week
and 120 minutes for years 5 & 6 to complete and will be set regularly each week, with children having 72 hours to
hand the work in. Lengthier pieces of work, such as research, may be allowed longer periods and can run for a
term or half term.
 If homework is not completed satisfactorily or not handed in at all, the teacher may decide that is it necessary for
the children to complete that homework in school during break or lunch time. If this is the case, a message will
be written in the child’s homework diary.
Weekly Homework
Homework for all subjects will be set on a Monday and due in on the following Monday with the exception of Creative
writing and Mental maths which will be handed in on Friday. Parents are asked to support their children in completing
the homework across the week. All homework will be marked and returned to the children the Monday after it was
submitted. So for example, homework handed out on the 7th September would be collected on the 14th September
and returned on or before the 21st September. New homework would still be given out on the 14th and would be
returned on the 28th September.
Maths
Maths homework will alternate each week between practical activities and calculations based tasks. The practical
activities may include use of the My Maths website or could be an investigation or maths game. The calculations week
may be more paper and pencil based activities or worksheets depending on the area being studied.
Creative Writing

The school has worked hard over the last few years to improve the standard of the children’s writing at QE. Pivotal to
this improvement has been the introduction of creative writing homework each week. The children complete written
tasks each which are marked in detail and children are provided with accurate feedback and next step targets.

The school invests a lot of time in planning and marking Creative Writing homework and children are also expected to
produce work of an appropriate length that is completed independently and to the required standard.
Creative Writing homework is set on a Monday and collected on a Friday for every year group.
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Spelling
This term, we are in the process of changing how we set spellings. As a result there will be a slight change to the way
spellings homework is set:
Children are currently set their spellings and spelling sentence homework on a Monday to hand in on a Friday when
they will sit their spelling test.
After half term, once the new spelling program is in place, children will receive a half termly overview of all the
spellings and spelling rules they will be learning that term. This will run alongside the spelling homework which will
continue to be set on a Monday and handed in on a Friday. Children may begin to start learning their spellings for
the week ahead over the weekend, before the new spelling homework sheets are sent home.
Topic
Topic homework is only set in Year 5 & 6 and is usually based around a project or the completion of an ILT.

Homework for Each Year Group
Across the course of a week Year 3 children will be set:

1 spelling & Mental Maths (to run continuously across week in preparation for testing at the end of the
week)

1 piece of Maths

1 piece of weekly creative writing for English

3 sessions of reading to an adult and getting the homework diary signed.
Reading should take place on 3 days a week. However, we do encourage the children to read as much as they can so
10 minutes is a recommended minimum.

Across the course of a week Year 4 children will be set:

1 spelling & Mental Maths (to run continuously across week in preparation for testing at the end of the
week)

1 piece of Maths

1 piece of weekly creative writing for English

At least 3 sessions of reading to an adult and getting the homework diary signed.
Across the course of a week Year 5 children will be set:

1 spelling & Mental Maths (to run continuously across week in preparation for testing at the end of the
week)

1 piece of Maths

1 piece of weekly creative writing for English

1 piece of project work

At least 3 or 4 sessions of reading to an adult and getting the homework diary signed.
Across the course of a week Year 6* children will be set:

1 spelling & Mental Maths (to run continuously across week in preparation for testing at the end of the
week)

1 piece of Maths

1 piece of weekly creative writing for English
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1 piece of weekly topic work (ILT)
3 or 4 sessions of reading to an adult or independently and getting the homework diary signed.

*In addition, revision tasks may be given in Year 6 in the Spring term prior to SATS.

Homework can be handed in when it is completed and is does not have to be held over until the Monday due.
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